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Detail Action 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because: 

Figure 4, function buttons 31 1-314 nnentions in the specification, but in the 
drawing function button 313 is missing. 

Figure 6A, Storage Network as the default service provider for the offside storage 
service 358. The drawing of figure 6A should change item 358 to storing instead of 
streaming and choose Storage Network as default service provider instead of AKAIMAI. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in 
the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the 
drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
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notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Misspell word on page 17, line 25, "file tape" should be replace with "file type". 

Numbering on page 10, line 17 is not correct, data path 282 not 285. 

Figure numbering is not correct, on page 24 line 4, should be figure 9b, instead 
of 8b. There is no figure 8b in the drawing. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 101 because the claim invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 17 merely claims as a "data structure" that is mere arrangements or 
compilations of facts, information, or data perse and which is merely stored so 
as to be called "computer-readable", such descriptive material alone does not 
impart functionality either to the data as so structured, or to the computer. Thus, 
such "descriptive material," non-functional descriptive material, that cannot 
exhibit any functional interrelationship with the way in which computing 
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processes are performed does not constitute a statutory process, machine, 
manufacture or composition of matter. Also, the purely non-functional descriptive 
material cannot alone provide the practical application for the manufacture. See 
In re Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361. 31 USPQ2d at 1760. In re Sarkar, 588 F.2d 
1330, 1333, 200 USPQ 132, 137 (CCPA 1978). See Examination Guidelines for 
Computer-Related Inventions-Final Version, pages 9&10. See MPEP § 
2106(IV)(B)(1)(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 



1. Claims 1, 3.4, 5. 6, 7, 8, 9. 10. 11. 12, 14,15. 16 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lai et al (us pat 6407680) and Mighdoll et al 

(us pat 5918013). 

As regarding claim 1 . Lai et al teaches in a networked computing environment 
comprising a server and a plurality of remote computing devices, a method for 
managing the distribution of digital media (col5. line 65-67, col6. line 13). wherein the 



Application/Control Number: 09/898,430 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2143 

method comprises: at the server, receiving a plurality of physical media files (col8, line 
25-30); storing each of the plurality of physical media files in a memory device (col8, line 
27-31); 

receiving a data set indicative of a delivery setting for the distribution of one physical 
media file (col12, line 59-67); 

generating a location data set that communicates the data attributes of the release 

database entity, wherein the location data set is configured for enabling a client 

computer to receive one physical media file (coll 3 line 11-16); 

and transmitting the location data set from the server to at least one remote computing 

device of the plurality of remote computing devices(col13, line 18-23). 

Lai et al does not teach creating a media database entity, wherein the media database 

entity stores data attributes that relate specific physical media files having a common 

input source and creating a release database entity, wherein the release database 

entity stores data attributes that relate the received data set to one physical media file 

and one media database entity. 

Mighdoll et al teach creating a media database entity, wherein the media database 
entity stores data attributes that relate specific physical media files having a common 
input source (col5 line 31-67, col6 line 1-67) and creating a release database entity, 
wherein the release database entity stores data attributes that relate the received data 
set to one physical media file and one media database entity (col5 line 31-67, col6 line 
1-67). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one having skill in the art having the teachings 
of Lai et a! and Mighdoll et al before him at the time of the invention to create the media 
database entity and a release database entity. As Mighdoll mentions in his invention, 
the basic purpose of the document database is that, after a document has once been 
retrieved by the server the stored information can be used by the server to speed up 
processing and downloading of that document in response to all future requests for that 
document (col5, line 56-64), 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to have the media database entity and a release database entity to 
store data. 

As regarding claim 3, in the modify method, Lai et al disclose the location data set is in 
the format of a uniform resource locator (col8, line 54-59). 

As regarding claim 4, in the modify method, Lai et al disclose one of the plurality of 
physical media files is an audio file (col 18, line 45-46). 

As regarding claim 5, in the modify method, Lai et al disclose one of the plurality of 
physical media files is a video file (coll 8, line 45-46). 

As regarding claim 6, in the modify method, Lai et al disclose receiving a master media 
file having a first bit-rate (col4, line 1-11); determining a number of media files that can 
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be derived from the master media file (col4, line 12-1 5); generating at least one 
derivative file from the master media file, wherein the derivative file has a second bit- 
rate (col4, line 12-15); storing the derivativafile in a media database (coll 1 , line 65-67, 
col 12, line 1-6); and distributing the derivative file to a media service computing system 
(col4, line 16-20). 

As regarding claim 7, Lai et al teach in a networked computing environment comprising 
a managing server and a plurality of remote computing devices, a method for managing . 
the distribution of digital media (col5, line 65-67, col6, line 13), wherein the method 
comprises: receiving from a first remote computing device a request for a transfer of a 
media file (col 14, line 42-47); 

Lai et al do not teach generating an instruction set indicative of a location address of the 
media file by the use of a database, wherein the database architecture comprises a 
plurality of media and release entities relating the request to the location address of the 
media file; and transmitting an instruction set to the first remote computing device, 
wherein the instruction set is configured to allow the remote computing device to receive 
the media file from a second remote computing device associated with the location 
address of the media file. 

Mighdoll et al teach generating an instruction set indicative of a location address of the 
media file by the use of a database, wherein the database architecture comprises a 
plurality of media and release entities relating the request to the location address of the 
media file (coll 2. line 53-67, coll 3, line 1-29); 
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and transmitting an instruction set to the first remote computing device, wherein the 
instruction set is configured to allow the remote computing device to receive the media 
file from a second remote computing device associated with the location address of the 
media file (col13, line 45-58). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having skill in the art having the teachings 
of Lai et al and Mighdoll et al before him at the time of the invention to have a method 
for managing the distribution of digital media wherein the method comprises: receiving 
from a first remote computing device a request for a transfer of a media file, generating 
an instruction set indicative of a location address of the media file by the use of a 
database, wherein the database architecture comprises a plurality of media and release 
entities relating the request to the location address of the media file; and transmitting an 
instruction set to the first remote computing device, wherein the instruction set is 
configured to allow the remote computing device to receive the media file from a second 
remote computing device associated with the location address of the media file. By 
allowing the remote computing device to receive the media from a second remote 
computing device associated with the location address of the media file may save the 
memory space of the server device, it only need to store the location address of the 
specific media instead of the whole media file and instruct the client to contact the 
remote server directly (col13, line 45-58). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to allow the first computing device to access the media directly 
from the second computing device. 
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As regarding claim 8, in the modify method, Lai et al disclose the instruction set for the 
transfer of the media file instructs the second remote computing device to download the 
media file to the first remote computing device (col4, line 28-31, col13, line 51-55). 

As regarding claim 9, in the modify method, Lai et al disclose the instruction set for the 
transfer of the media file instructs the second remote computing device to stream the 
media file to the first remote computing device (col4, line 20-25, coll 3, line 47-55). 
As regard to claim 10, Lai et al disclose receiving a master media file having a first bit- 
rate (col4, line 1-11); determining a number of media files that can be derived from the 
master media file (col4, line 12-1 5); generating at least one derivative file from the 
master media file, wherein the derivative file has a second bit-rate (col4, line 12-15); 
storing the derivative file in a media database (coll 1, line 65-67, col12, line 1-6); and 
distributing the derivative file to a media service computing system (col4, line 16-20). 

As regarding claim 1 1 , Lai et al and Mighdoll et al disclose the invention as claimed, 
detailed above with respect to claim 7; Lai et al and Mighdoll et al however do not 
particularly disclose storing the instruction set on a computer readable medium. 
However one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that computer readable 
medium (i.e., floppy disk, cd-rom, etc) carrying a program steps for implementing a 
method, because it would facilitate the transporting and installing of the method on other 
systems, is generally well known in the art. For example, a copy of the Microsoft 
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Window operating systenn can be found on a cd ronri from which Windows can be 
installed onto other system, which is a lot easier that running a long cable or hand 
typing the software onto another system. Therefore, it would have been obvious to put 
Lai et al and Mighdoll et a! 's instruction set on a computer readable medium, because it 
would facilitate the transporting, installing and implementing of Lai et al and Mighdoll et 
ars instruction set on other systems 

As regarding claim 12. is rejected for the same rationale as claim 1 above. 

As regarding claim 14, is rejected for the same rationale as claim 1 above. 

As regarding claim 15, Lai et al and Mighdoll et al teach the invention as claimed, 
detailed above with respect to claims 1 , 3, 4, 5, 6, 12, 14; Lai et al and Mighdoll et al 
however do not particularly teach a computer readable medium having computer 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: receiving a plurality of physical 
media files; storing each of the plurality of physical media files in a memory device; 
creating a media database entity, wherein the media database entity stores data 
attributes that relate specific physical media files having a common input source; 
receiving a data set indicative of a delivery setting for the distribution of one physical 
media file; creating a release database entity, wherein the release database entity 
stores data attributes that relate the received data set to one physical media file and 
one media database entity; generating a location data set that communicates the data 
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attributes of the release database entity, wherein the location data set is configured for 
enabling a client computer to receive one physical media file; and transmitting the 
location data set to at least one remote computing device. However one of ordinary skill 
in the art would have recognized that computer readable medium (i.e., floppy disk, cd- 
rom, etc) carrying a program steps for implementing a method, because it would 
facilitate the transporting and installing of the method on other systems, is generally well 
known in the art. For example, a copy of the Microsoft Window operating system can 
be found on a cd rom from which Windows can be installed onto other system, which is 
a lot easier that running a long cable or hand typing the software onto another system. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to put Lai et al and Mighdoll et a! 's computer 
executable instruction on a computer readable medium, because it would facilitate the 
transporting, installing and implementing of their program on other systems. 

As regarding claim 16, is rejected for the same rationale as claim 15 above. 

2. Claim 2, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lai 
et al and Mighdoll et al as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Novak (WO 
2002/19701). 

As regarding claim 2, Lai et al and Mighdoll et al disclose the invention as claimed, 
detailed above with respect to claim 1 ; Lai et al and Mighdoll et al however do not 
particularly teach receiving a service data set indicative of a selection of at least one 
service provider associated with a remote computing device configured to provide a 
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media service; determining a storage location for one physical media file of the plurality 
of physical media files, wherein the determination of the storage location is based on 
the service data set; transferring at least one physical media file to at least one remote 
computing device associated with the determined storage location; and recording a 
location data set indicative of a network address of the remote computing device 
associated with the determined storage location. 

Novak teach receiving a service data set indicative of a selection of at least one service 
provider associated with a remote computing device configured to provide a media 
service (page15, paragraph 3); determining a storage location for one physical media 
file of the plurality of physical media files, wherein the determination of the storage 
location is based on the service data set (page 13, 1^* paragraph); transferring at least 
one physical media file to at least one remote computing device associated with the 
determined storage location (page 18, 1®* paragraph); and recording a location data set 
indicative of a network address of the remote computing device associated with the 
determined storage location (page 27 4*^ paragraph to page 28, 1®* paragraph). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having skill in the art having the teachings 
of Lai et al, Mighdoll et al and Novak before him at the time of the invention to store 
media file at another location to have service data set indicative of a selection of at least 
one service provider associated with a remote computing device configured to provide a 
media service. Transferring at least one physical media file to at least one remote 
computing device associated with the determined storage location. The individual can 
control the content type, length, sequence, availability, etc (page 5, 3^^ paragraph). 
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Moreover the uploaded media are linked to the determined storage location allows 
these parties to regconize the availability of the media programs and where the media 
can be accessed (page 23, last paragraph to first paragraph of page 24). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to store the media file at another location through the setting of the 
content provider and recorded the URL address of that media file in the database. 

As regarding claim 13, is rejected as the same rationale as claim 2 above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Duyen M Doan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4226. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on 571 272 -3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Duyen Doan 




